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Type all entries-complete applicable sections

1. Name

36!,'0r common Same

2. Location

city, town chili X vicinity ot

Indi a na

3. Glassif ication
Gategory

- 
district

- 
building(s)

X structure

- 
site

- 
object

Ownership
X public

-- 
private

- 
both

Public Acquisition

- 
ln process

- 
being considered

Status
X occupied

- 
unoccupied' work in progress

Accessible

- 
yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted
_no

Present Use

- 
agriculture

- 
commercial

- 
educational

- 
entertainment

- 
government

- 
industrial

- 
military

_ museum

- 
park :

- 
private residehce

- 
religious i

- 
scientific :

X transportation

- 
other:N/A

4. Owner of ProPe

name Miami County Commi ssioners

street & number Miami COUnt Courthouse

city, town Peru N/A vicinity of Indi ana 469

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Miami Coun Recorder'

street & number Courthouse Broa

clty, town Penu

N/A -,

tn Existi6. Re resentation Surveys
property b€en determined ellglble? - yes X----. no

- 
federal 

- 
state 

-.,.. 
county .--,. local

doposltory for ourvey rccords

clty, town 911t9_



7. Description
Gondition Gheck one Check one

" :::1'"rt --- deterrorated 
" :::1Y"4 L 1gl::,",,"-_^_ N/A

-X- good 
-* 

rulns --X.- altered 
- 

moved date

- 
falr _-- unexposed

Dercribe lhe present and orlginal {il knownl physical appearancc

The Paw Paw Creek Bridge is located in a rural area on a tree-lined creek, within sight
of the Paw Paw United l.lethodist Church, a one-story, frame structure built in .1846.

The bridge is a lll foot by 21 foot, wrought iron structure of Bow-string arch construction
with a vertical clearance of l2 feet,four inches. Built in 1874, the single span, through-
truss structure crosses Paw Paw Creek near County Roads 800 North and 600 East.
The bridge has nine panels. The original bridge abutments were made of stone; however,
the south abutnrent was rep'laced by one of concrete in 192.|.

When the bridge was re-floored in l9Zl, a nevt plank subfloor was added,.along with
tar-soaked wood bTock fo.r the final_fl.oor. In 1980 the bridge was again re-iloored
and new steel stringers were installed, in addition to new giard'raiis. The itven toncapacity structure is painted green and white



8. Signif icance
Prrlod

- 
prehistorlc

-. 
1400-'t499

_ 150S-1599
_ 16011699
_ 1700-1799
XX* rsoo-rsgg

-_ 
190r

-_ 
egrlculture '

_ archltecture
_ art
_ commerce
_ communicalions

, _.- economtcs
_ education

L.- engineering
_ explorationi setilement
- , industry
-- invention

law
lilerature

-- military

- 
music
phitosophy

__ politics, governmenl

--,- sclence
_ sculpture
_ soclal/

humanitarian

- 
theater

X transportation
_ other (specify)

Areas of Signllicance-Chech and juslity below

-archeology-prehistoric 
-communityplanning

-archeology-historic 
_-,_conservation

,- .- landscape architecture ___ religion

Specific dates 1874 Builder Architeet _!ro,u gh!_Uplgr i gge qqmpa ny
Statemcnt ol Significance (*qq145np

The Paw Paw Creek Bridge is significant because it is the only bridge of Bow-string archconstruction in Miami County, and one of only three or four tirrough-trussei oi-i,ni, typ.in the state

In 1874, the County-Commissioners decided on the location of a new brige. It ,,as to beinrnediately south 6f tne Paw Paw united ueirrooiit church on pJw paw pike, crossing pau'
Paw creek. At this point there is a break in the h'igh, no.ti.'-6unk niri;['gi"iiiv..-duced the need for grading and fjlling for the aprnoichments. They conlriii.a'ttittiu,Hartshorn for building the abutments.- He was paiU $t,Si+.'Ag for his work

The Wrought Iron Bridge Company, of Canton, 0hio, vvas awarded the contract for the bridgeproper on June 4,1874. According to old iecords at the Miami County court House,.thecompany later built other bridges-in this^county., Thi;-b;i;;;, which is the only Bowarch type remaining in Miami County, provided a short.".ouii-io peru ano oirrei pointsfor the people of the paw paw area. 
ev I ur s srrv verrsl



9. Major Bibliographical References

Please see continuation sheet

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage ol nominaled property 

-Les5- -thal! 
qe qqe

Quadrangle name Roann, Indiala
UT M References

l, . Ilttol
Zone

lrl
l,l
l,l

Quadrangle scate 1 :24 '000

c

E

G

lsls'zlt 
'o,olEasting

ll,l,,l

l, -l^ -l- - ^l14 t5lzlslslotul
Northing

l,l,lll
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'l I I ' | , ' I
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l'l,lirl
Northing
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lrl'l',1

ll'l"l
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Verbal boundary description and iustilication
Road 

.|00 North, including 'its abutments
at each end.

#52, 0.3 miles south of
right-of-way of Paw Paw Pike

Mi ami
and l0

County Bridge
feet of the

List all states and counlies

state N/A

tor properties overlapping state or county boundaries

code county

code

11 . Form Prepared By

name/title Robert Huffman

organization N/A August B, '|979

street & number R. R. 3 telephone 31 7/985-2386

Indi ana 46970Perucity or town

12. State Historic Preservation Gfficer Gertification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

- 
national

-, 
state X local

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8$'
ional Register and certify that it has been evaluated
ional Park Servlce.

Staie Historic Preservation Otficer signature

11e Indiana State Historic Pres on Officer

For NPS use onlY

I hereby certlfy that thls property ls included In the National Register

dets

Chief of Registration

dats

8-4-83

Keeper of the National Register

Attest:
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Continuation sheet Paw Paw Creek Bri dge #52 ttem number 9

Contract between Wrought Iron Bridge Company and Miami County Comm'issjoners, Common

Record,Book K (Miami County Courthouse).

Kingman Brothers, New ftl:Ig|^]!!l Atlas of Miami County. Chicago: Kingman Brothers, 1877.

Miami County Commissjoners, Structure Inventory and Appraisa] Sheet, Bridge #52, '

August 
.l4, 

1972.

Warrant for payment to !,ljlljam Hartshorn, Common Record Book K (l'1iami County Courthouse).
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